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Sr. Ellen Thomas, '53 Celebrates
45 years as a Cenacle Sister

From the time when Sr. Ellen joined the Congregation of

Our Lady of the Cenacle, her goal has been to give prayer-
ful witness and make a difference. She has certainly
succeeded.
She has served in Warrenville, Chicago, Boston,
Houston, St. Louis, and Milwaukee and continues to
give spiritual direction here at St. Dennis.

For 29 years, Sr. Ellen served with Catholic
Charities as a Director of the RSVP program. She was later
appointed Central Division Manager of Catholic Charities and
Director of Catholic Charities Senior Programs.
She founded St. Elizabeth’s Home and worked tire-
lessly to maintain this home for senior women.

In 2003, she was awarded the Will County
Community Service Award for outstanding service
within the community and was the recipient of the
2009 Shining Star Award awarded by the Senior

Sr. Ellen is shown receiving the 2009
Shining Star Award.

Services Center of Will County. She has served on their Board of Directors for

14 years.

In addition to her work for seniors, Sr. Ellen
has found time for the students at St. Dennis
school. She runs the After School Care Program.
We are so blessed to have her!

Congratulations, Sr. Ellen!
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Dates to
Remember:

November 14, 2009
Jubilation Dinner Dance and
Silent Auction

St. Dennis Parish Center
5:30pm - 11:00pm

November 15, 2009
Blood Drive

in memory of Kristin Dubin
Fracaro Hall

8:00am-12:30pm

January 9, 2010

Susie Petges Cempel’s 25th
Anniversary Mass and Reception
Mass at 4:30pm

Reception immediately following

in Fracaro Hall
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Congratulations Class of 1959! _ ,

On September 19th, several members of the Class of Adelman, Gary Geissler, Alan Haas, Paul Sobczak, and
1959 celebrated the 50th anniversary of their graduation Judy Urbanik Weierman. Jim Gliwa was kind enough to
from St. Dennis School. They gathered at the Mass that host a dinner for his classmates after the Mass.

they had offered in memory of classmates Jeanine

In 1959...

« The cost of gas was 25¢ per gallon

Then...

« The cost of first class postage was 4¢

+ Alaska and Hawaii are admitted to
the Union as the 49th and 50th states

+ Mattel introduces their newest
product, the Barbie Doll

« The St. Lawrence Seaway opens

- Fidel Castro assumes power in Cuba

+ Ben-Hur premieres in New York City

« 1st pictures of Earth taken from

space by Explorer 6

and Now...

Attending the Mass were:
(Back row, left to right) Brian
Boland, Jim Gliwa (Front row,
left to right) Mary Lynch
Marler, Ann Marie Gorecki
Stewart, Dolores Cordova
Montoya, Denise Caneva
DeSanto, Susan Hirner Porto,
and Shirley Solley Hickey.
Not pictured are Vincent
Affrunti and Connie Capista
Sayers who joined their
classmates later for dinner.
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Susie Petges Cempel ‘77
Celebrates 25 Years at St. Dennis

For 25 years, Susie Petges Cempel has been sharing the gift of Catholic education with
the 2nd grade students of St. Dennis. Her father, Chuck Petges '42 once commented that
he could tell she loved her job because every day she came home from work with a smile
on her face.

According to surveys of our graduates, many
favorite memories occur in Mrs. Cempel’s class. Since
1984, she has prepared more than 500 students for their First Reconciliation
and their First Communion. In addition to making their sacraments, they
list their 2nd Grade Retreat, hatching chicks in their classroom, performing
in the dinosaur play, and singing the National Anthem at a Joliet
Jackhammers game among their favorites.

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, January 9th, 2010 as we cele-
brate Mrs. Cempel’s anniversary beginning with Mass at 4:30pm, followed i
with a reception in Fracaro Hall. If you are unable to attend but would like Susie Petges Cempel ‘77 with Chuck Petges ‘42
to share a memory, please send an email to alumni@saint-dennis.org.

St. Dennis Class of 2009—

Our Newest Alumni In Memoriurm.

Congratulations to our six Outstanding Scholar Award Recipients Please remember the
and to our seven recipients of the President’s Award for Academic following individuals
Excellence. Class of 2009, we wish you every success in the future! & their families in

your prayers:

Howard Adelmann
Leroy Adelmann
Edward Boland
Joseph Broderick
Helen Gliwa, mother of Rich and
Jim Gliwa, grandmother of
Gina Gliwa Maida and Andy Gliwa
Michael Kelm
Stella Rodeghero, mother of
Sue Rodeghero Balicki, grandmother
of Katie Balicki Broach, Julie Balicki

Back row, left to right: Jason Hicks, Marisa Dion, Deacon Rob Weierman, Fr. Thomson Panakal, David Mendez, Bialas, Valerie and Natalie Balicki
Fr. Jim Curtin, Tara McGinnis, Jeffrey Bentley, Bill Hutchinson, Morgan Stenson, Mrs. Lisa Smith, Principal An geline Skocy

Front row, left to right: Michael Schultz, Caroline Pfeiffer, Sara Napoli, Stephanie Studer, Mithell Monos,

Alyssa Meurer, Mitchell Pericak, Charlie Bentley, Mrs. Christine Bojanowski
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Thank You for
Investing in Our School’s Future

Despite difficult economic conditions, at St.
Dennis there is much to be thankful for. This year’s
annual appeal brought in nearly $12,000, with
$6,885 directed to the Endowment Fund and $5,000
designated for tuition assistance. With that addi-
tional $5,000, we were able to grant nearly $14,000
in scholarships, assisting 12 families.

Recent gains in the financial markets
and the generous support of our friends, school
families, alumni and parishioners have brought our
Endowment Fund back over the $400,000 mark.
Special thanks to the families of Frank
Lamparski, Helen Gliwa, Edward Boland,
Francis DeSandre, Nan Petges,
Evelyn Kolar and Michael Kelm
for honoring their loved ones with
memorial donations to the Endowment Fund and to
Carol and Mike Domico for requesting donations to
the St. Theodore Guerin Scholarship in lieu of gifts
for their 25th Wedding Anniversary.

We are also very grateful for the support of local
businesses that have pledged a portion of their
receipts from St. Dennis patrons to the Endowment
Fund. To date, we have received over $2,000 from
Honey Field Restaurant and over $1,500 from
Mamma Onesta’s. Please remember to mention St.
Dennis and thank them for their support the next
time you stop in. We are blessed to have them in
our community.

The generosity of
alumni, parents,
parents of alumni,
grandparents, parish-
ioners and friends
ensures that St. Dennis will continue to provide the
tradition of academic excellence and faith formation
for our students. Thank you for recognizing this
wonderful opportunity to invest in the future of
Catholic education and in the youth of our parish.

Donations to the Endowment Fund can be sent to:

St. Dennis School Endowment Fund
1201 S. Washington Street « Lockport, IL 60441






